
 

 

8th July 2020 

Dear New Reception Class Parent/Carer, 

Reception Class 2020 Induction Dates 

Welcome to our school and thank you for returning the information forms about your 

child in preparation for the coming school year.  We hope that your child has enjoyed 

sharing their transition book with you, and that they are looking forward to starting with 

us in September. This letter outlines key dates for your child’s induction at Highters 

Heath Community School as well as sharing key information with you. 

We find ourselves in unusual and challenging times and as a result have had to adapt our 

procedures for welcoming your child into our school in order to keep everyone safe.  We 

would normally invite your child into school for a stay and play session in June, and begin 

their official time in school during the first week in September but the timing of these 

events has had to be delayed.  

A video of Miss Hardwick, Mrs Johnson and myself introducing ourselves to your child 

will be made available in the Parent’s Zone section of the school website.  Please watch 

this with your child so that they can “meet” us to help alleviate any anxieties for 

September. 

Because starting school is quite an overwhelming experience for young children, we invite 

pupils to attend school initially in a group consisting of half the class.  We name these 

groups Group A and Group B and we decide which group your child is placed in based upon 

their age. The younger children are placed in Group A, and the older children in Group B. 

Your child_________________________ is in Group ______________ 

The children’s ‘stay and play’ visit to our school in September 2020 

All children are invited into school for an Induction visit on Friday 4th September 2020. 

Your child will spend time with their class teacher, Miss Hardwick, and will have a chance 

to play in the Reception indoor and outdoor learning area for an hour with the rest of 

their group.  Parents/Carers will need to drop-off and pick-up their children at the 

following times: 

Group A = Friday 4th September    9.15 – 10.15 a.m. 

Group B = Friday 4th September    1.30 – 2.30 p.m.  

 



 

September 2020 - Starting school 

In order to give your child the best possible start to their first school year, Reception 

class children attend from 9.10am - 1.15pm for their first week of school in their 

group (A or B).  The groups come into school on alternate days, giving the teaching staff 

the opportunity to really get to know the children, and carry out assessments so that we 

are able to offer the best learning provision for your child. Your child will have their 

lunch in school during these first four days. 

Please see the table below for when your child’s group is in school for half of the 

day: 

Week 1 - week commencing Monday 7th September 2020 

Monday 7th 

September 

Tuesday 8th  

September 

Wednesday 9th 

September 

Thursday 10th 

September 

Friday 11th 

September 

Group A 

9.10a.m to 

1.15p.m 

Group B 

9.10a.m to 

1.15p.m 

Group A 

9.10a.m to 

1.15p.m  

Group B 

9.10a.m to 

1.15p.m 

Group A 

9.10a.m to 

1.15p.m  

 

September 2020 - The second week of school 

In the second week Reception class children attend from 9.10am - 3.20 pm in their 

group (A or B). The groups continue to come into school on alternate days until 

Friday, when all of the class will come into school together.  

Please see the table below for when your child’s group is in school in the second week: 

Week 2 - week commencing Monday 14th September 2020 

Monday 14th 

September 

Tuesday 15th 

September 

Wednesday 16th 

September 

Thursday 17th 

September 

Friday 18th 

September 

Group B 

9:10a.m to 

3:20p.m. 

Group A 

9:10a.m to 

3:20p.m. 

Group B 

9:10a.m to 

3:20p.m. 

Group A 

9:10a.m to 

3:20p.m. 

Group A and 

Group B 

9:10a.m to 

3:20p.m. 

 

After the first two weeks in September, the induction process is complete. All Reception 

class children will attend full time for all 5 weekdays from week commencing 21st 

September 2020. 



 

We want the best possible start for our Reception class in school, and realise that 

starting school can be a daunting experience for some children.  We believe that pupils 

settle better into their first school year if they initially attend in small groups. Smaller 

groups, offer the opportunity for children to familiarise themselves with their new 

setting, friends, staff and routines with the support of two teaching staff. Also, teaching 

staff can really get to know your children, in order to provide them with the personalised 

support they will need during the Autumn term. We have used this induction process for 

several years and found it to be very successful. 

We hope that by giving you advance notice of our September induction process dates and 

times, it will not cause too much inconvenience with your work/childcare arrangements.  

Parents zoom meeting in July 2020 

I will be holding a zoom meeting for parents in the format of a presentation, where you 

will be able to find out more information about our school and learn more about the 

routines of our Reception class.  Zoom is a free app, which can be downloaded onto a 

phone, laptop, tablet or desktop computer. I will also be able to share with you the 

measures we have put in place in school to support with controlling the spread of 

Coronavirus.  This will take place on Wednesday 15th July at 3.30pm.  If you would like 

to attend this presentation, please email me at the address below and I will send you a 

code to enable you to join.  If you are unable to take part in this the session, it will be 

recorded and made available in the Parent’s Zone section of the school website from 

Thursday 16th July. 

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact me at school or by 

email f.lindsay@hightersheath.co.uk   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs F. Lindsay 

Assistant Head Teacher, Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Co-ordinator.  

 

mailto:f.lindsay@hightersheath.co.uk

