
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers of year 6 children. 

I am sitting here not sure whether I feel more sad than angry, or the other way around, but certainly, both 

emotions are very strong with me today. 

Like many of you I’m sure, I was watching BBC Breakfast this morning and saw that a number of schools across 

the country took great pleasure in sharing their plans for extravagant year 6 leaving activities. Activities we 

were told were not allowed, but ones we carefully and meticulously plan every year, to ensure that our year 6 

children leave “with a bang”, and one they won’t forget. 

I am not sure whether those stories were from different parts of the country where regulations are different, 

or some schools just chose to not take note of local authority advice, but I wanted to assure you that the only 

reason we didn’t do as we normally do, is because we were told we couldn’t. 

All year 6 classes are very special to me, as it is the year group I always loved most to teach. But this one in 

particular was more special than most. They were the first class in my whole career that I had the pleasure to 

work with all the way through from reception to year 6. They were a class of such wide, but exciting and 

inspiring characters, and I will miss them terribly. Probably more so, because we couldn’t give them the send-

off they deserved.  

One of the things (I’m sure you will be aware) that we were planning was a picnic outside. When I approached 

the local authority to ask if this was allowed, this is the response I got; 

Hi Brian, 
  
Good to talk to you this morning. I thought it might be easier for you to have the response in writing 
rather than over the phone. I am afraid that it is probably not what you were hoping to hear though! 
  
The advice from the Director of Public Health (Birmingham) regarding picnics was previously as 
follows, as discussed: 
It will depend when, currently they can’t because they would be organising an illegal gathering. I think 
there will be a change shortly to guidelines on size of outdoor meeting but frankly I’d advise against it. 
I have spoken to Public Health Birmingham this morning to check if this has changed in light of the 
change to guidance regarding e.g. weddings. I am afraid that the answer is still a no.  The gathering 
numbers are still 6 and the numbers for weddings are an exception rather than a change to the 
numbers overall. 
So based on that, we would be saying not to have a picnic, even if socially distanced. 
 
It gives me no comfort at all to know that as a school, we did the right thing, however, it was really important 

to me that you knew that the reason for not having our usual celebrations this year was not our decision. 

However, I would ask that you pass this message on to our wonderful year 6 children, and let them know that I 

will be thinking about them with great joy because of the memories we have all made together, but with equal 

sadness that we weren’t able to have a fitting goodbye. 

Best wishes always 

 

Brian Doherty 

Head Teacher 


