
EYFS Curriculum - Reception – Summer Term (2nd Half): Minibeasts (The Hungry Caterpillar/butterfly life cycles) and Pirates 

Strands Subjects/Skills Teaching 
Approaches 

 

English:  
Philosophy 1 x weekly (Philosophy Friday)  
Phonics 4 x weekly and Spellings 1 x weekly (Phonics is set 1 sounds, initial sounds, CVC 
words and HFW) 
Specific learning: Writing a recount, life cycle writing, writing using features of a narrative 

Maths:  
Maths Lessons x 3 a week (25 minutes each)  
Basic Skills Maths Lessons x 2 a week (15 minutes each)   
Specific learning: Number – Sharing and halving numbers to 10/20, number bonds to 10/20 – coin 
recognition  

 

 
 

 

Prime 
Areas 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development:  
 Learning how to take account of what others say.  

 Developing knowledge and understanding, and ask 
appropriate questions.  

 Learning how to take steps to resolve conflicts with 
children.  

 Continuing to develop an ability to play co-operatively, 
taking turns with others.  

 Encouraged to speak to others about our needs, wants, 
interests and opinions.  

 Supported when trying new activities, saying why we 
like some activities more than others.  

 Developing an understanding that our own actions 
affect other people.  

 Developing an awareness and understanding of the 
boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the 
setting.  

 Able to negotiate and solve problems without 
aggression.  

HH Strand: Awareness and understanding of ourselves 
and others 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

Communication and Language 

 Developing listening attentively in a range of situations. 
Listening to stories, accurately anticipating key events 
and responding with relevant comments, questions or 
actions.  

 Learning how to pay attention to what others say and 
respond appropriately.  

 Following instructions involving several ideas or actions.  

 Learning how to answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about 
their experiences and in response to stories or events.  

 Listening and responds to ideas expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion.  

 Extending vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.  

 Continuing to learn how to express ourselves effectively, 
showing awareness of listeners’ needs.  

 Learning how to use past, present and future forms 
accurately when talking about events that have happened 
or are to happen in the future.  

 Developing their own narratives and explanations by 
connecting ideas or events.  

HH Strand: Expression and Communication 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

Physical Development 

 More skilled using a pencil, holding it effectively to 
form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed.  

 Developing increasing control over an object in 
pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it.  

 Dressing and undressing with independence.  

 Learning about the importance for good health of 
physical exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about 
ways to keep healthy and safe.  

 Developing appropriate safety measures without direct 
supervision.  

 Developing skill handling tools, objects, construction 
and malleable materials safely and with increasing 
control.  

 Developing good control and co-ordination in large 
and small movements.  

HH Strand: Awareness and understanding of ourselves 
and others 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

P4C 
PE Hub 
SEAL 
Wellcomm 
(Speech/Communic
ation and 
Language) 
Check-In 
Letter-Join 

 
 



Specific 
Areas  

Literacy  

 Naming and sounding the letters of 
the alphabet.  

 Developing and using new vocabulary.  

 Using phonic knowledge to read 
regular words.  

 Segmenting the sounds in simple words 
and blend them together.  

 Learning to read some common 
irregular words.  

 Demonstrating understanding when 
talking with others about what they 
have read.  

 Learning to continue a rhyming 
string.  

 Developing independent writing 
through a wide range of activities.  

 Developing phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match spoken 
sounds and also write some irregular 
common words.  

 Writing simple sentences which can be 
read by ourselves and others. Spelling 
some words correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible.  

 Spelling phonetically regular words of 
more than one syllable. 

 Writing using features of a narrative. 
HH Strand: Academic Learning 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

Maths 

 Recognise numerals up to 20 and 
beyond. 

 Explore addition and subtraction in 
practical activities and discussion.  

 Use quantities and objects, add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers and 
count on or back to find the answer.  

 Solve problems, including doubling, 
halving and sharing.  

 Begins to identify own mathematical 
problems based on own interests and 
fascinations.  

 Developing use of everyday language to 
talk about size, weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and money to 
compare quantities and objects and to 
solve problems.  

 Continuing to explore characteristics of 
everyday objects and shapes and use 
mathematical language to describe 
them.  

 They solve practical problems that 
involve combining groups of 2, 5 or 
10, or sharing into equal groups. 

 Children estimate, measure, weigh 
and compare and order objects and 
talk about properties, position and 

time. 
HH Strand: Academic Learning 
Characteristics of an effective learner 
 

Understanding The World 

 Exploring similarities and differences 
in relation to places, objects, materials 
and living things.  

 Encouraged to talk about the features 
of our own immediate environment 
and how environments might vary 
from one another.  

 Encouraged to make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about 
changes.   

 Continuing to recognise that a range 
of technology is used in places such as 
homes and schools.  

 Selecting and using technology for 
particular purposes.  

 Children know that the environment 
and living things are influenced by 
human activity. They can describe 
some actions which people in their own 
community do that help to maintain 
the area they live in. They know the 
properties of some materials and can 
suggest some of the purposes they are 
used for. They are familiar with basic 
scientific concepts such as floating, 

sinking, experimentation. 
 They understand that different people 

have different beliefs, attitudes, 
customs and traditions and why it is 

important to treat them with respect. 
HH Strand: Our place in the world and 
the impact we have on it 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Singing songs, making music and 
dance, and experimenting with ways of 
changing them. Safely using and 
exploring a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function.  

 Creating use what we have learnt 
about media and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses and 
purposes.  

 Representing our own ideas, thoughts 
and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role 
play and stories.  

 Children talk about the ideas and 
processes which have led them to make 
music, designs, images or products. 
They can talk about features of their 
own and others’ work, recognising the 
differences between them and the 
strengths of others. 

 Children develop their own ideas 
through selecting and using materials 
and working on processes that interest 
them. Through their explorations they 
find out and make decisions about 
how media and materials can be 
combined and changed. 

HH Strand: Expression and Communication 
Characteristics of an effective learner 

T4W (English) 
RWI Phonics 
White Rose 
(Maths) 
Computing – Rising 
Stars 

 

 


